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JEREMIAH vii. 3, 4 


3. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hofts the God 
of Iſrael, Amend your ways and your 
doings, and I will cauſe you to dwell in 
this Place. 


4. Truft ye not in lying words, ſaying, The 
Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the 


Lord, the Temple of the Lord, are 
theſe. 


T oh by the Hiſtory of the Jewiſh Na- 
tion, and particularly by the Language of 
their Prophets and the Tenor of their ſe- 
veral Meſſages from God, that they had fal'n 
by Degrees into a ſhameful Neglect of the Moral 
Law ; which God had deliver'd to their Fathers, 
by the Hand of Moſes, for a Rule of Life to them 
and their Poſterity. And becauſe they. were the 
peculiar People of God, and in Covenant with 
him, and knew that Obedience on their part was 
a Condition abſolutely neceſſary to. ſecure his 
Favour and Protection; the more they fail'd in 
the-inward Obedience of the Heart, and in the- 
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Duties of Moral Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs, 
the greater Zeal they ſhow /d for the out ward and 
Ritual Parts of the Law. Particularly, they 
reſtedl much in ther Zeab for the Temple; And jt 
ſhould ſeem by the Text, which forbids them 
to truſt in hing Words, that there wanted not 
falſe Prophets, who had taught them that their 
Zeal for the Temple would go a“ great way: to 
atone with God for all Failings in other Parts of 
their Duty. A Leſſon, that is readily learn'd 
and embrac'd by corrupt Nature; which-defires 
nothing more, than to compound with God for 

_ Defe&s in inward Goodneſs, by an Exceſs of 

; Zeal for external Performances of any kind. But 


A the Prophet in the Text deals clearly with them; 
=. and, without blaming their Zeal for the Honour 
—_ of the Temple, tells them in plain Terms, that 
11 they who had poſleſs'd them with a Belief that 
3 that alone would recommend them to the Favour 


of God, were lying Prophets; and aſſures them 

4 from the Mouth of God himſelf, That nothing 

I but the Amendment of their Ways, and' the' Pra- 

'F ice of the Subſtantial Duties of Religion, could 

Il rocure to them and their Poſterity, a laſting 

7) Eftabliſhment in the Land wherein they dwelt. 
H Thus ſaith the Lord of Hot,, &. 


From 


to CHURCH and STATE. 2 


Fraun the Words, 1 will take Occation to diſ- 
courſe of theſe Three Heads; ; 


L Fir H, That Religion, and che 1 Pra- 
Rice of it in a Nation, is the ſureſt Eftabliſh- 


ment of States and Kingdoms. 


II. Secondly, That therefore, in ever Nation, 

it is the proper Buſineſs of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
as ſuch, to vindicate and maintain the Honour 
of Religion: 


HE Thirdly That without a ſerious Regard to 
the Moral a Spiritual Duties of muß the 
greateſt Zeal in other Matters, even tho it be for 
the eftabliſh'd Worſhip of God, will not ſecure: 

the Divine Favour and Protection, either to 
Perſons or Nations. 1. 


Firſt then, I am to ſhow, That Relig] gion; and 
the general Practice of it ina Nation, is he ſureſt- 
Eftabliſhment of States and Kingdoms, 

And this is a certain Truth, —— we conſi- 
der it in a Natural or a Supernatural Way. 
That Religion is the ſureſt Eſtabliſhment of 
States and Kingdoms, is true in a Natural Way; 
becauſe the Duties of Religion have a natural ten- 
dency to thoſe Things which are the an 
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of that Eftabliſhment, viz. Peace, and Unity, and 
Order. Theſe are the certain Effects of Moral Du- 
ties: Of Meekneſs and Gentleneſs, of Patience 
and Charity, and Forbearance; as theſe prevent 
Quarrels and Contentions, and unite the Hearts 
and Affections of Men, and engage them in the pur- 
ſuit of the ſame Intereſt, and in the Defence of the 
ſame common Cauſe: Of the tri Adminiſtration 


of Juſtice ; which makes Men ſecure in the Enjoy- 
ment of their Legal Rights; and the finding them. 


ſelves eaſy in their preſent Condition, determines 
them to be reſolute in the Maintenance of that 
Eſtabliſhment, to which they owe their Eaſe and 
Security: Of Diligence in the ſeveral Callings and 


Profeſſions wherein the Divine Providence hath 


placed Mankind; by which every Hand is per- 
petually contributing to the National Strength: 
And laſtly, they are the Effects of Sobriety, Tem- 
perance, and Contentment; which bring the Ne- 


ceſſities of Nature into a narrow Compaſs, and 


diſpoſe Men to a quiet and comfortable Enjoy- 
ment of what God ſends, without moleſting or 
envying their Neighbours. 2 


Theſe and the like Advantages to Society, are 


the natural Effects of Religious Duties. Nor does 
Religion only preſcribe the Duties, but it enforces 
the Practice of them, far beyond what any hu- 


man Power can do. It ties them faſt upon the 
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Minds and Conſciences of Men, by a Reverence to 
the all-ſeeing Eye of God, and a Belief of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments in the next World; and 
theſe are effectual Obligations to Duty, in innu- 
merable Caſes which human Eyes cannot reach; 
and being ſo, give Mankind a mutual Security 
and a full Confidence in one another; which is 
the ſtrongeſt Bond of Human Society. _ 
For the further illuſtration of this Truth, 
That Religion, and the general Practice of it in 
a Nation, is the ſureſt Eſtabliſhment of States 
and Kingdoms; let us ſuppoſe the quite con- 
trary, that Vice and Wickedneſs were the gene- 
ral Practice; that a Nation lived in a State of 
Anger and Malice and Revenge, in Injuſtice 
and Rapine, in Sloth and Luxury, in Envy, 
Murmuring, and Diſcontent: What Confuſions 
and Diſtractions would theſe breed! And how 
caſie a Prey would ſuch a People become to their 
Enemies, or rather how quickly would they 
devour and deſtroy themſelves! And, conſide- 
ring the great Corruption of human Nature, and 
to what Degrees that Corruption works, and 
oft-times breaks out in Acts of Injuſtice and 
Violence and Revenge, notwithſtanding all that 
human Power can do to prevent them ; the only 
ſure Foundation of Order and Government, is 
Religion, which moulds the Minds of Men into 


B 4 


a quiet and peaceable Frame, and by perpetu- 
ally preſenting to their View an all-ſeeing Pro- 
vidence and a future Judgment, not only leaves 
no Place to hope for Impunity, but makes the, 
Obligations to Duty of equal Strength, at all 
times, and in all places. An Honour, which even 


ä 


” the AtheiSts themſelves do in effect grant to Re- 


ligion ; inaſmuch as nothing can give Colour 
to their Suggeſtion, © That it is an Invention of 
© Politick Men to keep the World in Order, but 
that the Ties and Reſtraints which it lays upon 
Mankind, are in their Nature and, Effects a fin- 
_ gular Advantage to Society and Government. 
But beſides a natural Tendency in Virtueand 
Goodneſs to the Eſtabliſnment of States and 
Kingdoms; as many as believe Religion, muſt 
likewiſe believe, that the general Practice of it 
in a Nation will be always attended with a Su- 
pernatural 1 God. For this is the 
Reſult of all the Declarations of God, as to the 
Manner and Rule of his Dealings with Mankind, 
whether Perſons or Nations, That as many as 
faithfully ſerve and obey him, ſhall be aſſuredly 
intituled to his Favour and Protection. But in 
the diſpenſing of Temporal Proſperity, and the De- 
rees of Aſſurance that Virtue and Goodneſs 

hall receive their Reward in this World ; there is 
a great Difference between the Caſe of prey 
: 4 lar 
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lar Perſons, and the Caſe of whole Netz As 
to particular Perſons, we ſee that Poverty and 
0 Actitions are oft times the Portion of religious 
and good Men in their paſſage through this 
World, while many wicked Men are ſuffered to 
live and die in Power and Plenty. And the Rea- 
ſon is, becauſe both are capable of future Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, and for that End are ac- 
countable to God in the next World; where the 
Divine Juſtice will manifeſt it ſelf in the Reward 
of the Righteous, and the Puniſhment of the 
Wicked. But Nations as ſuch, which are united 
and incorporated for the Ends and Purpoſes of 
this World only, are to have no Being in the next; 
and fince they are uncapable of future Rewards, it 
follows, That National Virtue muſt either be re- 
warded with National Bleſſings now, or not be 
rewarded at all; and if the Suppoſition of no Re- 
ward is inconſiſtent with the Divine Juſtice, the 
Conſequence will be, That a general Practice of 
Virtue and Goodneſs, intitles a Nation to ſuch 
Temporal Bleſſings, as may moſt conduce to the 
Strength, Proſperity and Ettabliſhment of the 
whole. | 
Having thus far ſhown, how greatly Religion, 
and the Practice of it, . to the FRabliſh: 
ment of States and Kingdoms; I will now ou! 


ceed to the Second General Head; 
B a = . The 
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II. That therefore, in every Nation, it is the 
proper Buſineſs of the Civil Magiſtrates, as ſuch, 
to vindicate and maintain the Honour of Religi- 
on. And throughout this Head, by the Civil 
Magiſtrates will be chiefly meant the Subordinate 
Miniſters of Juſtice under the Prince, with Re- 
gard to the ſeveral Diſtricts which their Influence 


more immediately reaches. There they are pla- 


ced, with due Authority, for the great Ends of 
Peace and Order; and we have already ſhown, 
That theſe cannot be preſerved, nor by Conſe- 
quence the Deſign of their Inſtitution anſwered, 
without a juſt Reverence of Religion on the 
Minds of the People. From whence 1t follows, 
That the Honour of Religion is not only a Part 
of the Magiſtrate's Care, but a fundamental Part; 
without which it is impoſſible to attain the great 
Ends of the Inſtitution, and which bcing firſt 
taken care of, prevents much of the Evil, 
and renders the Execution of the Office, where 
there is need, eaſie and ſucceſsful. And therefore 
in all Ages and Nations, it has been a conſtant 
Rule with the wiſeſt Law-givers, whether Hea- 
then-or Chriſtian, to make the Honour of Reli- 
gion their firſt Care; that, wherewith che Civil 
Magiſtrate was more eſpecially charged, and for 
the Violation whereof, the ſevereſt Penalties were 
always provided. But. 


— 
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But in a Chriſtian Country, every Civil Magi- 
ſtrate is obliged to conſider himſelf alſo as a Chri- 
ſtian Magiſtrate; as one, who has not only re- 
ceived a Commiſſion from the Prince, to maintain 
Peace and Order in the State; but who has alſo, 
thro' the Hands of the Prince, received a Com- 
miſſion from God, to maintain the Honour of his: 
Religion upon Earth. It was foretold by the 
Evangelical Prophet Iſaiah, what great 
Comfort and Support Religion ſhould. 
receive from Chriſtian Princes in the Times of the 
Goſpel, Kings hall be thy nur ſing Fathers, and Queens 
thy nurſing Mothers: And the Apoſtle un. xii. 
calls them the Mmiſters of God; and tells » + 
us, That the End of his veſting that Power in' 
them, is, 4 the terror of evil doers, and the praiſe of 
them that do well. And indeed, ſince Civil Power 
and Authority is from Gos, it would ſeem 
ſtrange, if that Authority were to be exerted on- 
ly in puniſhing the Breach of human Laws for 
the Safety of Men, and were not to concern it 
ſelf in vindicating the Divine Laws, for the Ho- 
nour and Glory of Almighty God. lt is the Du- 
ty of every Chriſtian, in the moſt private Station, 
to diſcountenance Vice and Wickedneſs to theut- 
moſt of his Power: It is further the Duty of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, to Exhort, Reprove, 
and Admonitſh, as being an Order of Men, inſti- 
tuted 


I/a. xlix. 23, 
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tuted by Chrift for thoſe Ends : But when the 
beſt Endeavours of pious Chriſtians and painful 
Minifters, cannot keep Irreligion and Profane- 
neſs from appearing barefaced in Defiance of the 
Divine Laws (as God knows, in this degenerate 
Age and Nation, it is too plain they cannot) then 
the Cauſe of God and Religion implores the Aid 
of the Civil Magiſtrate, and calls upon him to 
be a Terror to thoſe notorious Workers of Iniqui- 
ty, who having harden'd themſelves againſt the 


gentler Methods of Inſtruction and Reproof, are 


going on, openly and reſolutely, in Swearing, 
Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, Profanation of the 
Lord's Day, and in the like wicked and ungodly 
Practices, without any Reſtraint of Shame or Con- 
ſcience. P 

And as Religion implores the Aid of the Prince, 
ſo the Prince commands the Aid of the Subordi- 
nate Miniſters of Juſtice, who are his Eyes and 
Ears within their ſeveral Diſtricts; and, being ap- 
pointed his Watchmen, are obliged by the nature 
of theirOffice to great Vigtlance in the Work com- 
mitted to their Care. And for a further Argument 
to Vigilance and Reſolution in that Work; it is 
to be remember'd, That the Power which they 
have received, as it is in the Civil Senfe a 


Commiſſon from their Prince, ſo is it alfo in the 


Chriſtian Senfe a Talent from God, to be dili- 
N gently 


FY 
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gently improved to his Glory and the Good of 
Mankind; and if they neglect to improve it to 
thoſe great Ends, they ſtand accountable to God 
for the Abuſe of his Talent, and to the Nation, 
for the Judgments which may fall upon it thro 
their Neglect and Connivence, - | 
And when I am ſpeaking of Authority, and 
the vigorous Application thereof by the Magi- 
ſtrate, I cannot omit one Thing, which is a 
mighty Enforcement of it, I had almoſt faid, 
which will ſuperſede 1t, and render the Exerciſe 
of it in great Meaſure needleſs, viz. a Good Ex- 
ample ; which in its Nature is the moſt forcible 
Way of teaching and correCting, and without 
which, neither the Inſtructions of Miniſters, nor 
the Authority of Magiſtrates, can avail, to the 
effectual Diſcouragement and Suppreſſion of 
Vice. They who are made the Publick Miniſters 
of Juſtice, are generally Perſons of Figure and 
Diſtinction: Their own Families uſually nume- 
rous, their Dependents much more ſo, and the 
Extent of their Influence ſtill larger, All theſe 
Eyes are turned upon them and their Behaviour; 
and the Minds of all, as they are Inferiors, ſtand 
naturally bent to the Imitation of thoſe their Su- 
periors. So that a Magiſtrate, who is ſober aud 
exemplary in his own Life, and maintains Chri- 
ſtian Order and Regularity in his on Füge 
3 and, 


1 
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and, above all, who gives a Publick Teftimony of 
_ his Zeal for Religion, in a devout Attendance 
© on the Worſhip of God; To ſuch an one may 
— well be applied what our Saviour ſays of John 
* | the Baptiſt, That he is a burning and 
| ſhining Light among his Neighbours ; and 
it may be truly faid of him, that he fulfils that 
| Ms is great Precept of our bleſſed Saviour 
x  * (which, tho' a ſtanding Rule to Chri- 
'1 ſtians in general, ought more eſpecially to be 
remember'd by Perſons in Authority) Let your 
Light ſa ſhine before Men, that they may ſee your good 
Works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven. 


I paſs on to the Third and laſt General Head, 


III. That without a ſerious Regard to the Mo- 
q . ral and Spiritual Duties of Religion, the greateſt 
A Zeal in other Matters, even though it be for the 
_ eſtabliſhed Worſhip of God, will not ſecure the 
T Divine Favour and Protect ion, either to Perſons 
or Nations. 
The External Rites of Religion are good 
Helps to Devotion, and proper Means of 
—_ . maintaining Order and Decency in the Publick 
3 Worſhip; and a Zeal to preſerve them with a 
1 ſerious Regard to thoſe pious and wiſe Ends, is 
1 very laudable : But to believe that Zeal for them 
F will atone for a Neglect of the Moral and __y 
| tua 
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tual Duties of ET is an Error very Fra 


gerome to the Souls of Men. 
Under the Name of: Mora Duties, 1 compre- 


| r all thoſe which Natural as well: as Reveal'd 


Religion has taught us, with regard to God, 

our Neighbour, and our Selves. Such are, with 
regard to God, Love; and Fear, and Honour ; an 
humble Truſt in his Goodnels, and a patient Sub- 
miſſion to his Will in all T hings : With regard to 


} 


our Neighbour, Truth and Juſtice, Mercy and 


Charity ; And with regard to our SeJves,Meeknels 
and Humility, Sobriety, Temperance and Chaſtity; 
Diligence in our Calling, and Contentment in our 
Condition. By Spiritual Duties, I mean thoſe 


which are more immediately performed by the 


Heart or Spirit, and the A whereof has a 
dire& Tendency 'to raiſe our Souls to a ſpiritual 
and heavenly Frame; ſuch are, Meditation and 
Devotion, Examinatian of our Lives, Repen- 
tance for our Sins, and the like. Theſe Duties, 
the Moral as generally founded in the Nature of 
God, and the Spiritual as immediately tending 
to make Man like to God, are the Life and Soul 
of Religion; and as: on one hand (in the Words 
of the Apoſtle on a like Occaſion) be bea. 
that in theſe Things ſc ſerverh.Coriſt, is ac- 


. ceptable to God; ſo on the other hand, it. is-in 


aim to hope, that without theſe the greateſt 
C Zeal 
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Zeal about the External Parts of Religion will 
be accepted of him. 

But however agteeable thoſe Dutiesbre toRea- 
ſon and Religion, they are by no means agree- 
able to the Luſts, and \ Paſſion? and corrupt In- 
clinations of Men; who, when they are conſci- 
ous of great Neg lects in the ſubſtantial Parts of 
Religion, and 1 no Diſpoſition in thernſelves 
to ſecure the Favour of God that way; are wil- 
ling to come up to ſome Show of Religion, 
that is leſs difagreeable to corrupt Nature, 
and to atone for he want of inward Piety and 
Goodneſs, by a ſtrict Care and an immoderate 
Zeal about outward Performatices. The Jews 
were exceeding punctual in Sacrifices and Solea 

Faſts, in Waſkings and other legal Ordinances ; 
and had fully perſuaded themſelves, that theſe 
were the Things which God delighted in, 
fir mote than in Juſtice, Mercy and Truth, 
In like manter, * + Papiſts, to obtain Pardon 
and Indul, dae for cher - ag will readily 
ſubmit to Pil rimages, Corporal Penances, and 
Pecunisry Mulcts, or any thing but true Re- 
Shiites, and — — And they have 
among them one Article of this outward kind of 
Merit, which is not only like that of the Jews, 


but exactly the ſame; 1 mean, Zeal for the Ho- 


nour of tlle — and the Church. It ap- 
pears 
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years: the Text, that when, Er paet de- 
— Judgments againſt the Kg ar their 
Sins, they alledged their Relation to the Temple, 
and their Zeal for it, as a full Proof that 0d 
could not be angry with them; and the Reaſon 
why the Temple of the Lord is thrice repeated in 
the Text, is not, as ſome Interpreters have fag- 
| fied, becauſe: it conſiſted of three Parts, or be- 
cauſe they repaired to it three times in the Yeaw; 
but evidently this, that the Cry of the, Temple 
was loud and frequent among them, and their 
Zeal for it fa meritorious in their Account, as to 
be a full Atonement for - thoſe Ne lects which 
the Prophets cliarged upon them with: regard to 
the Moral Duties of Religion. And as to the 
Papi s, it is well known, that there are no Im- 
pieties or Villanies ſo great, but what are excu- 
led, and even ſanQified among them, if they 
have been committed in the Service of the 
Church; and Vice and Immorality is pardon'd 
there, far more eaſily than the leaſt Oppoſition 
to what they call the Catholick Cauſe. 

I am ſorry to ſay it, but it is too viſible to be 
denied or concealed, that this Piece of Popery, 
among others, is flowing in upon us; while the 
Name of the Cnuacn is lent to a Party in the 
State; and all Perſons without Diſtinction are liſted 
under it, and the moſt profane and vicious 

| C 2 amongſt 
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amongſt us are not only admitted, but even 
invited and preſs'd, to wear the Name. And 


while the Superiours ſet ſo high a Value upon 
thoſe good Wiſhes and Services to what they call 
the Cauſe of the Church; the Inferiours are 
eaſily led to believe, that ſuch a diſtinguiſhed 
Zeal for the Church, being ſo much magnify'd 
by Perſons fo much more knowing than them- 
ſchves, muſt have Merit enough in it, to atone 
with God for many Failings and Defects in 
other Parts of their Behaviour. The hopes of 
which, and the Streſs they lay upon it, with 


the Eaſe it gives to the Minds of Sinners, may 


probably be one Reaſon, why the Name of the 
Cuuacn is moſt in the Mouths of ſuch Perſons, 
in the midſt of their Riots and Exceſſes. And 
conſidering how defirous wicked Men are, to 
ſhelter themſelves from Shame and Remorſe by 
any Pretences and Colours of Religion, and what 
Multitudes there are who ſtand in need of ſuch 
Shelter ; it was certainly good Policy in thoſe 
Stateſmen, who firſt betray'd the Name of the 
Church into a Secular Cry. And, in Truth, as it is 
managed among us, one would think it had been 
copied from that known Practice in the Times 
of Popery, of ſetting up a Standard for the Wars 
of the Holy Land, with Plenary Indulgences of 
Sins, to all thoſe who would engage in that 

meri- 
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meritorious Work. But however the Belief and 
Opinion of ſuch Merit may ſerve the Purpoſes 
of Political Perſons ; 1t is an Opinion very de- 
ſtructive to Religious Purpoſes and the Souls of 
Men; and, being alſo a growing Opinion, the ill 
Effects and Conſequences of it ought to be dili- 
gently guarded againſt both by Miniſters and 
Magiſtrates: By Miniſters, in frequent Warn- 
ings to the People not to build their hopes of 
Salvation upon ſuch a weak Bottom, which, 
without ſubſtantial Piety and Goodneſs, will not 
ſupport them in the Day of Tryal; and by Ma- 
giſtrates, in an impartial Execution of the Laws 
againſt Vice, and not ſuffering this Political Me- 
rit towards Men, to atone in any Caſe for Pro- 
faneneſs and Immorality agaiaſt God. 

The CHURCH is a very ſacred Name 
whether we mean by it the Catholick Church, 
i. e. the Congregation of the Faithful upon 
Earth under CHRIST their Head; or this 
National Church, as one ſound Member of the 
Church Catholick, eſtabliſhed among us in an 
orderly Government, Difcipline and Worſhip: 


- And which ſoever we mean, it ſhould ſeem to be 


a ſtrange Chriſtian Church, where Religion is not 


the firſt and moſt neceſſary Ingredient in the 


Character of a Church- man. And as it is true 
in Nature, that nothing that is Sacred, ought 
5 to 
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to be proſtituted to vulgar and common Uſe; ſo 
is it alſo true in Experience, that the proſtitu- 


tion of the Names of Things, derives an unavoid- 


able Reproach and Contempt upon the Things 
themſelves . 

For Inſtance, in the Caſe before us (the Name 
of the Church, as it has been uſed and applied 
of late Days; ) Is it the way to maintain the Re- 
verence which belongs to the Church, to give 
up the Name to be the publick Cry of a Divi- 
ſion in the State, and to be toſs'd about by the 
worſt of Men, in the worſt Part of their Conver- 
ſation, in the midſt of Swearing, and Revelling, 
and Drunkenneſs? Is it any Credit to a National 
Church, that thoſe Men are moſt furious in her 
Service, who by all the Rules of the Catholick 
Church ought to be baniſhed out of her Commu- 
nion? Can it be for the Honour of the Church 
of England (which makes Duty and Decency to 
Authority, her diſtinguiſhing Mark) that Riot and 
Tumult and Sedition are acted under her Name? 
ls it for the Service of the Church, with regard to 
the Favour and Protection which She receives and 
expects from the Civil Power, that her Name be 
given up to the Management of thoſe, who will 
not own the Church to be ſafe, till the State is 


well nigh undone, and Popery at our Doors? In 
fine, what Idea muſt all ſober and ſerious Chri- 


ſtians 
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ſtiaus have of the Church, when they are 
taught by their Leaders to acknowledge and 
reſpect thoſe as its greateſt Patriots, whom they 
ſeldom or never ſee within the Church; and by 
the ſame Leaders, are taught to treat thoſe as 
Enemies to the Church, whom they not only 
know to be unblameable and exemplary in their 
Lives, but whom their own Eyes ſee to be con- 
ſtant and ſerious in the publick Service of the 
Church? 

Theſe and the like Reproaches are unavoi- 
dably brought upon the Church, by making that 
ſacred Name an Engine for cunning Stateſmen 
to work with; which being once put into their 
Hands, makes them in Effe& a Center f Unity, 
if not to the Church, at leaſt to the Name of 
it ; and Perfons are admitted or excluded, not 
according to the true ancient Teſts of good 
Churchmen, namely, a good Life, with C 
formity to the eſtabliſnd Government and Wor- 
ſhip ; but with Allowance to Men to live as 
they pleaſe, and to ſee the Church as ſeldom 
as they deſire, provided they be ſtrictly Confor- 
mable to ſuch Meaſures as will ſupport the 
Intereſt and Ambition of their Leaders. And 
becaufe vety great Numbers of wiſe and good 
Men, of all Ranks and Orders, have found 
themſelves obliged to oppoſe thoſe Meaſures, -n 
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ing in their Opinion to the Deſtruction of 
Church and State; for this Reaſon alone, 
without the leaſt Defe& in Point of Confor- 
mity, they have been Unchurch'd, and many 
of them unworthily aſpers'd and perſecuted 
as Betrayers of the Church, who have long 
been, and blefled be God ſtill continue, the 
greateſt Ornaments of it. 

There is indeed another Reaſon pretended and 
alledg'd ; namely, That they, and the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, are in the ſame common Meaſures in 
the State: Which is a popular Argument, and 
ſerves to amuſe the Vulgar ; but, I doubt, they 
who alledge it, will not allow us, in our Turns, 
to call them Papits, or Favourers of Popery and 
the Pretender; becauſe the Papiſts, Nonjurors, and 
Diſaffected of all Sorts, are moſt zealous Ad vo- 
cates for them and their Meaſures ; and (to ſhow 
the Sincerity of their Zeal) have ventured to 
act in their Favour, with far greater Openneſs 
than our Conſtitution allows. For, in truth, 
the Argument, tho' as ſtrong to the full in one 
Caſe as the other, is not concluſive either Way; 
becauſe a Community of Meaſures may be either 
Criminal or Innocent, according to the Degrees 
of the Union, and the Deſigns and Views with 
which the Parties unite. And when theſe are 
duly attended to, it will be own'd by all, wy 
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will own that 95 
u 


ry and Arbitrary Government 
t Judgments which can befall us, 
that this Con junction with Proteſtant Diſſenters 


in the State, which is made the Foundation of 


Diſaffection to the Church, has not only been 
innocent, but highly laudable, and even ne- 
ceſſary to the ern both of Church 
and State. M0 

The Reſtoration of the Royal Family, which 
happily fix'd us upon our antient Foundations in 


Church and State, might have been a much 


greater Bleſſing to theſe Nations, had they all 


return'd with the ſame Proteſtant Principles, in 


which they had been carefully educated by their 
pious Father, But under the Influence of a Popih 
Mother, and the Example and Perſuaſions of a 
Popiſh Nation, two of our Princes were perverted 
in their Religion Abroad, and came over (as hath 
ſince very plainly appear'd) with a Defign and 


Reſolution to eſtabliſh: Popery in theſe Kingdoms. 


To this End, they enter d into the ſtricteſt Con- 
fidence with Princes of the ſame Religion ; ag- 
grandiz'd the French Monarch, who was the 
great Pillar of the Popiſh Cauſe ; ſupported him 
in diſtreſſing the Dutch, the great Strength of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt ; and, to balance their Naval 
Power, lent the utmoſt — to make him 

as 
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as formidable at Sea as he was before at Land, 
At Home, they corrupted the Morals of the Na- 
tion (which is one great preparation to Popery,) 
diſcarded a Proteſtant Miniſtry, whom they 
found untractable to Popiſh Meaſures ; advanced 
thoſe to the higheſt Poſts of Truſt and Honour, 
who afterwards dy'd profeſs'd Papiſts ; and 
in general, were as openly indulgent to the 
Papiſts and the Favourers'of Popery, as was con- 
fiſtent with the great Averſion of the Kingdom 
to that Religion. 
In this View of Affairs both at Home and 
Abroad, the Deſign appear'd to be no leſs than 
the extirpation of the Proteſtant lutereſt and Re- 
ligion in Europe. And this was early obſerv'd by 
great Numbers of wiſe Men, who were true Pa- 
triots of their Country, and entire Friends to 
Monarchy and the Church of England, as the 
Laws had eſtabliſh'd them: but being under the 
unhappy Neceffity of oppoſing the Meaſures of 
that Court, they were quickly branded with the 
Name of a Republican and Antimonarchical Party; 
and being aſſiſted by the Proteſtant Diſſenters, out 
of an equal Abhorrence and Apprehenſion of Po- 
pery, they were alſo reproach'd with the Name 
of Presbyterians, and Enemies to the Church: 
The Church it ſelf, all that while, being n— 
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ed by the other Diviſion in the State, in a moſt 
fafe and flouriſhing Condition; with a difguiſed 
Papiſt on the Throne, and a profeſs'd Papiſt the 
Heir Preſumptive, and amidſt all thoſe Strata- 
gems of Popery to deſtroy both Church and 
State. | We, 
That this Union, which was the firſt Colour of 
charging Presbytery upon Churchmen, was not a 
Combination againft the Church, but a joint 
Strength againſt Popery,upon very juſt Apprehen- 
ſions of it; became clear, when it was well nigh 
too late: When thefe united Endeavours had 
rov'd ineffectual, and a Popiſh Prince on the 
Throne was not preparing us for Deſtruction, as 
his Predeceſſor had been, but was actually de- 
ſtroying us, and openly ſubverting the whole 


' 


Conſtitution. 

In that dreadful Extremity, to which Church 
and State were reduced by the Follies of Men; 
it pleaſed God to ſend us a moſt ſeaſonable De- 
| liverance, and to drive Popery to ſeek for Pro- 
tection under a neighbouring Monarch. But, 
notwithſtanding all that Experience in former 
Reigns, no fooner did the ſame Strength unite 
under our Glorious Deliverer, to ſecure the Na- 
tion againſt the Return of Popery, but the ſame 
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Cry of Presbytery was renew'd, and the Church 


was again in the utmoſt Peril : And it is well 
remember d, to what Degree the Authors of thoſe 


| Reproaches perplex d and obſtructed the Endea- 


vours of that great Prince, for the Security of 
our Liberties and Religion. 
The Enemy, however, was diſappointed in 


his main Deſign, of enſlaving us once more to a 


Popiſh Prince; and, in the next Reign, chiefly 
by the Spirit and Vigour of that joint Strength 
which had at firſt united againſt Popery, he was 
not only diſabled from attempting our Ruin, but 
by a Courſe of moſt wonderful Succeſſes on our 
Part, was himſelf reduced to the utmoſt Extre- 


mity. But it is to be obſerv'd, that as our Vi- 


Rories increas d, the Danger of the Church in- 


creas'd too; and it was not confeſs'd to be in 


perfect Safety, till we were enter'd into Meaſures, 
which put an End to our Glorious Succeſſes, 
and lifted up the Head of the common Enemy, 
and in a few Years ſunk theſe Nations from the 
higheſt Pitch of Glory, to the very Brinks of 


Ruin and Deſtruction. | 


The plain Tendency of this Account, is to 
ſhow, that for many Reigns we have been en- 


gaged in one continued Struggle againſt Popery, 


which has been one continued Warning to us to 
pre- 


e 
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een the ſtricteſt Union among our ſelves; 
and that the Aſſiſtance which Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters have lent to Churchmen, and their purſu- 
ing the ſame Meaſures in the State, has not been 

to bring in Presbytery, but to keep out Popery. So 

we find in many other Caſes, that Perſons and 

Bodies, who are of very different Sentimentsand 

Intereſts in all other reſpects, will readily unite 

for the common Safety, whenever they are 

| threatned with the ſame common Danger ; and 

fo it particularly happen'd in the Courſe of our 
late Wars, when we ſaw the ſtricteſt Alliance 

| between Proteſtant and Popiſh Powers, in De- 
5 fence of the Liberties of Europe. And 'the pre- 

f ſent Face of Affairs Abroad, and that Spirit of 
Sedition and Diſcontent which is ſo viſible at 

Home, are far from being Motives to diſſolve or 

looſen that united Stren th, to which we chiefly 

owe our preſent happy "Ettabliſhment; the great 
Security, under God, to our Laws, Liberties, 

and Religion, 

But if, notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid, 
the good Wiſhes and Aſſiſtance of Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters to one Diviſion in the State, muſt needs 
infer a ſecret Affection to Presbytery, in thoſe 
who receive them ; the Authors of that Re- 
proach will be oblig'd to find ſome fie 
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Reaſon, why they may not as well be char ed 
with a ſecret Affection to Popery and the 
tender, under ſuch a full Enjoyment of the * 
Wiſhes and Aſſiſtance of Papiſts, Non jurors, and 
the Diſaffected of all Sorts: With what Views 
it is, that the whole Body of theſe Men are ſuch 
zealous Advocates for one Side, and that their 
Hopes riſe or fall, as the Power and Intereſt of 
that Side increaſes or abates : To what Proſpects 
it muſt be owing, that a Change in the Pub- 
lick Adminiſtration not many Ycars fince, was 
ſo great Matter of Joy to Popery, and of Sor« 
row, in proportion, to the whole Proteſtant In- 
tereſt in Europe. 
Much more might be alledg d upon the ſame 
Head, if this were a proper Place for Expoſtu- 
lation, But what I have already ſaid, has been 
by way of Defence only, againſt a wicked De- 
vice to turn all Endeavours againſt Popery into 
Enmity againſt the Church; and ſo far am I 
from a Dejire to Expoſtulate i in this Caſe, that 
am truly ſenſible how nearly it concerns the 
Honour and Intereſt of the Nation, that all 
our Divifions and Animofities be forgotten and 
buried; and how much it is the Duty of all, 
and efpecially of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
to labour againſt them, and to ſtudy and pro- 
mote the Things which belong to R - 
ut 
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But if Intereſt and Ambition muſt prevail, | 
and, to ſupport theſe, Men muſt be lifted, with- 


out Diſtinction of Good or Bad; If from thence 


Quarrels and Contentions muſt ariſe in the State, 
and theſe grow into Riots and Tumults : Let not 


the Cusack, however, be drawn in, either to 


give Credit to ſuch Practices, or to bear the 


Reproach of them; but let that Sacred Name 
remain for ever a Name of Religion and Loy- 
alty and Peace. Let the Members of the Church 
be known by the ancient Teſts of real Piety and 
Goodnels, and a devout Attendance on Her 
Publick Worſhip : Let all who anſwer theſe 
Characters, account themſelves Members of the 
ſamę Body, and live in Unity and Godly Love, 
and join heartily in maintaining the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Church, and in guarding the Name 


_ againſt the Uſurpations of profane and wicked 


Men, who belong to no Church, but the Syna- 
gogue of Satan, Finally, Let the Safety of the 


Church be built upon a Foundation, that is 


fairly conſiſtent with the Safety of the State; 
and, as it ſtands in many reſpects Incorpo- 
rated with the State, let it be the great Ex- 


ample of Duty and Decency to Authority, and 


the conſtant Promoter of Peace and Order. 


This | 


> 
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This is a truly Chriſtian Causcn; uchl a 
as Man will _— and God will 


cm, and God the. 20 6 Gboſt, 
be aſcribed all Honour, Power, 
Praiſe, Might, M. ajefty, and Do- 
minion, now, | henceforth, and-for 


evermore. AMEN. © 


